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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSN. INVITATION TO JAPANESE OFFICIALS 
REF. A. TOKYO 16150 B. STATE 63994 

1. PLEASE INFORM TOM FAST. AMERICAN PLYWOOD ASSN. (TEL. 

200-272-2283) THAT ABE ADVISED EMBASSY NOV. 25 THAT UNDER 
JAPANESE CIVIL SERVICES REGS. HE AND YAMAI UNABLE TO ACCEPT REF A 
INVITATION. 

2. ACCORDING TO ABE, IN ORDER FOR MIN. OF AG. AND FORESTRY 
(MAF) OFFICIALS TO ACCEPT INVITATION FOR PURPOSE DESCRIBED 
PARA. 1 REFA. A, INVIATION WOULD HAVE TO BE TENDERED BY USG 
OR JOINTLY BY USG AND APA TO MAF REQUESTING IT TO DESIGNATE 
"APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING SOFTWOOD 
PLYWOOD STANDARDS," RATHER THAN NAMING SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS. 

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES FIRST HAND EXPOSURE TO US PLYWOOD TECH- 
NOLOGY AND STANDARDS WOULD BE OF VALUE TO OFFICIALS CHARGED 
WITH DRAFTING NEW JAPANESE CODE, AND/IF/STATE/COMMERCE AGREE THAT 
THIS IS A WORTHWHILE PROJECT, SOME FORM OF JOINT INVITATION 

MIGHT BE EXPLORED WITH APA. ABE TOLD EMBASSY THAT MAF 
COULD NOT GUARNTEE IN ADVANCE WHAT IT WOULD APPROVE, 

HOWEVER, HIS SUPERIORS DID NOT INDICATE THAT 
USG FUNDING ESSENTIAL AS LONG AS USG CLEARLY JOINED IN 
INVITATION. A POSSIBILITY MIGHT BE CO-SPONSORSHIP BY 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL COMMISSION (PNRC), WHICH IS 
FEDERALLY FUNDED AND UNDER WHOSE AEGIS SEPT. LUMBER AND 
PLYWOOD TRADE MISSION OF ORTHWEST BUSINESS LEADERS AND 
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WOULD HAV TO STRONGLY EMPHASIZE PNRC'S ''FEDERAL'' 

USG CHARACTER. 

4. BOTH APA AND MAF HAVE INDICATED TO EMBASSY THAT IF 
ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE WORKED OUT. THEY AGREEABLE TO 
SCHEDULING VISIT FOR ONE WEEK PERIOD BETWEEN MID-IAN. AND 
END FEBRUARY 1976. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT (FYI): FROM LENGTHY DISCUSSIONS OF 

NEW PLYWOOD STANDARDS WITH MAF OFFICIALS DURING SEPTEMBER 
TRADE MISSION, APA REPS. WELL AWARE OF THE MANY DOMESTIC 
CONCERNS AND PRESSURES AFFECTING DECISIONS ON NEW 
JAPANESE PLYWOOD CODE. APA CLEARLY SEES THIS VISIT AS 
A CHANCE TO DISPELL ANY GENUINE RESERVATIONS JAPANESE 
TECHNICIANS MAY HAVE RE U.S. STANDARDS AND APA INSPECTION 
PROCEDURES. EMBASSY BELIVES APA DOES NOT HAVE 
UNREALISTIC EXPECTATION THAT INVITATION WILL IMMEDIATELY LEAD 
TO ADOPTION INTACT OF U.S.STANDARDS OR TO ACCEPTANCE OF APA 
CERTIFICATION OF U.S. 

PRODUCTS WITHOUT FURTHER INSPECTION IN JAPAN. 
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